
Curriculum Overview Year 6 2020/21  

 Topic Literacy Maths 
(Following Active Maths and 
Snippets from White Rose/ 

Nrich/ I See Reasoning) 

Science RE 
(Come and See Scheme)  

History Geography Art and Design Design and 
Technology 

Music Computing PE 

Following the Real PE 
and Specialist 

Coaches 

Autumn 
1 
 

7 weeks 
07/09/20 - 
23/10/20 

 

Victorians 
and Local 

History 
*Classic 

literature 
Frankenstein 

as covered 
Victorians 
and Local 

History in Y5   

What is Classic Literature? 
 
Genre: Horror 
 
Narrative: 
Frankenstein CB. Daily RC 
 
Fiction: 
Diary entries (as Victor)  
Creative/Descriptive 
writing (3rd and 1st person) 
Letter (to Elizabeth)  
 
Poetry: 
Kenning (word play for 
Frankenstein’s 
monster/creation) 
 
Non-fiction: 

Was Frankestein’s 
‘monster’ born evil 

(nature) or was he a 
product of his experiences 

(nurture)? 
Should Victor create a 

bride for his ‘monster’? 
Who was to blame for the 

death of William? 
Persuasive writing  
Debate 
 

 

Number, Place 
Value within 
10,000,000 
 
Four Operations  
 
Fractions (1)  

Electricity  
 
Associate the 
brightness of a lamp or 
the volume of a buzzer 
with the number and 
voltage of cells used in 
the circuit. 
 
Compare and give 
reasons for variations 
in how components 
function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, 
the loudness of 
buzzers and the on/off 
position of switches. 
 
Used recognised 
symbols when 
representing a simple 
circuit in a diagram. 
 
Use circuits in their 
D&T project. 
 

Topic 1 Loving 
 
Do you have to 
earn love? 
 
 
Topic 2 Vocation 
and Commitment  
 
What is 
commitment in 
life? 

*Landmarks/ 
Monuments in 
Scarborough. 
Develop 
knowledge on 
these events 
nd where they 
fit in time. 
 
- Freddie 
Gilmore and 
the Belsen 
Stragglers 
- Diving Belle 
- Oliver’s 
Mount War 
memorial 
- Statue of 
Queen 
Victoria 
 
 
George Cayley 
Why was he 
pioneering for 
his time? 

Locate settings 
within the story on 
world map: 
(Lake Geneva, 
Ingolstadt, Orkney 
Islands, Chamonix).  
Similarities/differenc
es  
https://www.ordnan
cesurvey.co.uk/blog/
2015/11/map-
reading-skills-how-
to-read-a-grid-
reference/ 

Why was 
Scarborough a good 
place for people to 
settle?  
 
Human geography 
How have we 
(humans) changed 
the geography of 
Scarborough over 
time? 
 
Pros and Cons of Sea 
turbines/ offshore 
wind farms. When 
was this source of 
energy discovered? 
How might it change 
the future? 
 
What were the trade 
links for 
Scarborough? 
 

Homework- to capture 
images of monuments 
in Scarborough (focus 
on angles) 
 
 
Papier- Mache Masks 
for Frankenstein’s 
monster 
 
Using sketching pencils 
and/ or watercolours 
recreate a scene from 
the book (use 
description from the 
passage). 
 
Sketch one of 
Scarborough’s 
monument’s then 
design a monument 
specific to Scarborough 
and the town’s history 
building the research 
of materials and 
purpose. 

 
George Cayley 
 
Create a model of 
the castle and 
headland  
 
Apply their 
understanding of 
how to strengthen, 
stiffen and 
reinforce their 
structures.  
 
Select and use 
materials according 
to their functional 
properties and 
aesthetic qualities. 
 

Choir with Mr 
Gordon. 
 
Composer: 
Anna Clyne 
Night Ferry link 
Recognise the 
instruments 
used How it 
makes them 
feel and why? 
 
Research other 
‘gothic/horror’ 
genre pieces of 
music to inform 
their own. 

NW to do 
workshops 
using ‘Scratch’ 
and ‘Code club’. 
 
*(TBC) Chrome 
books. 
 
Mr P 
Mentimeter.co
m for evaluating 
and presenting 
data and 
information. 
 
Internet Safety 
Use technology 
safely, 
respectfully and 
responsibly. 
 
Design posters 
for internet 
safety. 
 
 

MrP Electricity 

Hawkes Health 
(F.A. accredited) 
Football – 
Monday PM 

 
 
Residential  
 

Autumn 
2 
 

7 weeks 
02/11/20 

– 
18/12/20 

 

Local History 
(Coasts and 

Rivers) 

Narrative Picture books: 
1)The rhythm of the Rain 
by Grahame Baker-Smith 
2) A River by Marc Martin 
 
Poetry: 
A River’s Journey by 
Angela yardy link 
Create a ‘shape poem’ for 
a river 
 
Non-fiction:  
CGP Rivers (RC) 

Fractions (2) 
 
Geometry – 
Position and 
Direction 
 

Living Things and Their 
Habitats or Animals  
 
Describe how living 
things are classified 
into broad groups 
according to common 
observable 
characteristic and 
based on similarities 
and differences, 
including, micro-

Other Faiths 
Judaism – 
Hanukah 
 Hinduism – 
Diwali  
 
Topic 3: 
Expectations 
 
Should we all 
have expectations 
in life? 

*Scarborough 
Castle 
 
Is 
Scarborough 
Castle 
significant to 
us now? 
Contrast 
through time 
periods. 
 

Explore the water 
cycle  
 
Name major rivers in 
the UK. 
 
Identify the parts of a 
river.  interactive 
map link 
 
Observe measure 
and record the 
human and physical 

Research brush strokes 
and techniques to 
inspire river art.  follow 
link 
 
Explore river art and 
the use of reflections/ 
colours used/ light and 
dark. 

Cooking and 
nutrition  
Know where and 
how a variety or 
ingredients are 
grown, reared, 
caught and 
processed. Foods 
that come from the 
sea. 
 
Design a sea 
defence / a way we 

Just around the 
Riverbend. 
 
Create an 
instrument to 
convey the 
journey of 
water through 
the water cycle. 

NW to do 
workshops 
using ‘Scratch’ 
and ‘Code club’. 
 
 
Chrome books. 
 
Mr P 
Rivers/water 
 

Mr P local area 

 
 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2015/11/map-reading-skills-how-to-read-a-grid-reference/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2015/11/map-reading-skills-how-to-read-a-grid-reference/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2015/11/map-reading-skills-how-to-read-a-grid-reference/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2015/11/map-reading-skills-how-to-read-a-grid-reference/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2015/11/map-reading-skills-how-to-read-a-grid-reference/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/blog/2015/11/map-reading-skills-how-to-read-a-grid-reference/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/KS2-anna-clyne-night-ferry-extract/zbcbhbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/KS2-anna-clyne-night-ferry-extract/zbcbhbk
https://www.mrpict.com/electricity.html
http://www.angelaspoems.webeden.co.uk/a-rivers-journey/4541107395
http://www.angelaspoems.webeden.co.uk/a-rivers-journey/4541107395
https://www.wwf.org.uk/uk-rivers-map
https://www.wwf.org.uk/uk-rivers-map
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/art-and-design-painting-techniques/z7h76v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/art-and-design-painting-techniques/z7h76v4
https://www.mrpict.com/waterrivers.html
https://www.mrpict.com/waterrivers.html
https://www.mrpict.com/our-local-area-and-beyond.html


Newspaper report 
Flooding  
River animals 
Pollution in rivers around 
the world 
 
Other: Just around the 
Riverbend (lyrics for RC) 

organisms, plants and 
animals. 
 
Give reasons for 
classifying plants and 
animals based on 
specific characteristics.  
 

Research 
information to 
create a 
Scarborough 
Castle through 
time 
information 
text. 
 

features of our local 
area. 
 
Sketch a birds’ eye 
view of our local area 
Explore local land use 
and why it is ‘fit for 
purpose’. 

could use water 
energy from the 
North Sea. 
Use, research and 
develop design 
criteria to inform 
the design of 
innovative, 
functional, 
appealing products 
that are fit for 
purpose.  
 
Evaluate the 
existing products.  
Choose materials 
based on their 
functional 
properties and 
aesthetic qualities. 
  

Spring 1 
 

6 weeks 
05/01/21 

– 
12/02/21 

 

Early Islam 
and Maya 

 
click for 
Maya 

Genre: Adventure fiction 
 
Narrative: Holes CB Daily 
RC *Importance of 
friendship 
 
Fiction: 
Descriptive writing 
opportunities using the 
film.  
Digging the first hole 
KKB dies 
Finding the treasure  
Character descriptions 
(PEE) 
 
Non-fiction:  
CGP Mayan Civilisation 
work book (started in Y5 
before lockdown)(RC) 
Early Islamic Civilisation 
(Great Civilisations) 
 
Factfile on Islam vs 
modern day 
Baghdad in 900AD link 
BBC  

Decimals 
 
Percentages  
 
Algebra 

Evolution and 
inheritance 
 
Recognise that living 
things have changed 
over time and that 
fossils provide 
information about 
living things that 
inhabited the Earth 
millions of years ago. 
 
Recognise that living 
things produce 
offspring of the same 
kind, but normally 
offspring vary and are 
not identical to their 
parents. 
 
Identify how animals 
and plants are adapted 
to suit their 
environment in 
different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to 
evolution. 

 
 

Other Faiths: 
Islam 
 
Topc 4: Sources 
 
Are books 
enriching? 
 
Topic 5: Unity 
 
Why are we 
happiest when 
we are united? 
 

Using a 
timeline 
identify where 
Early Mayan 
and Early 
Islam stand in 
history. 
 
How does 
Mayan history 
compare with 
ours and The 
Islamic Golden 
Age? 
 
What is the 
Islamic Golden 
Age? 
 
Did early Islam 
impact our 
lives today? 
How might 
people’s 
opinions 
differ? 
Link 4:30 
 
What was The 
House of 
Wisdom? 
 
Who is Ibn 
Battuta? 
 
 

Compare old Islam 
maps with modern 
day maps.  How are 
they different and 
why? 
 
Compare 
geographical features 
of Baghdad with 
London. 
 
Why was the River 
Tigris important to 
the Islamic Golden 
age? 
 
Identify The Silk Road 
Trade Route.  

Research and develop 
design criteria to 
inform their product.  
 
Explore Islamic art and 
geometric patterns 
https://www.theguardi
an.com/science/alexs-
adventures-in-
numberland/2015/feb/
10/muslim-rule-and-
compass-the-magic-of-
islamic-geometric-
design. 
 
Design a prayer mat 
using what they have 
found. Use Batik 
technique. 
 
Early Islam 
Architecture Make 
comparisons between 
our architecture and 
theirs 

Using clay- design 
and create a 
structure which 
supports evidence 
found. (maya) 
 
Textiles 
Stitch the mat they 
have created using 
geometric patterns 
 
Islam diet. 
 
 

What do 
Muslims believe 
about music?  
 
How do they 
use it in their 
worship? 

 Martin Roberts 
(B.B.L. 
accredited) 
Basketball – 
Thursday AM 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-baghdad-in-900ad/zjfxpg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-baghdad-in-900ad/zjfxpg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZDe9DCx7Wk
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.theguardian.com/science/alexs-adventures-in-numberland/2015/feb/10/muslim-rule-and-compass-the-magic-of-islamic-geometric-design
https://www.ducksters.com/history/islam/architecture.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/islam/architecture.php


Spring 2 
 

5 weeks 
22/02/21 

– 
26/03/21 

WWII 
click  

Genre: Historical Fiction 
 
Narrative: Number the 
Stars CB Daily comp 
 
Fiction:  
Diary entry  
Play script  
Descriptive writing 
Letter to parent/ child 
Green screen 
(interviewing in role) 
 
Poetry: 
Flanders Fields 
Cinquain poetry 
 
Non-fiction:  
Newspaper articles 
Anne Frank’s diary 
extracts   

Units of measure 
 
Area & Perimeter 
 
 
Ratio and 
Proportion 

Light 
 
Recognise that light 
appears to travel in 
straight lines. 
 
Use the idea that light 
travels in straight lines 
to explain that objects 
are seen because they 
give out or reflect light 
into our eye. 
 
Explain that we see 
things because light 
travels from light 
sources to our eyes or 
from light sources to 
objects and then to our 
eyes. 

 
 

Topic 6: Death 
and New Life 
 
Can any good 
come out of loss 
and death? 

What caused 
the start of 
WW2? click 
 
Locate key 
events of the 
war onto a 
timeline.  click 
 
Explore these 
events: 
The Blitz  
The atomic 
Bomb 
The 
Haulocaust 
click 
Dig for Victory 
campaign  
 
How it all 
ended. 
click 
Study on 
Winston 
Churchill.  
click here 
 
The role of 
Queen 
Elizabeth II 
and King 
George VI 
 
Hot seat 
people with 
different 
opinions of 
the war. 

Locate axis and allies 
on a map. 
 
Consider the 
locations evacuees 
were sent to and why 
by looking at their 
geographical 
features. 

Blitz art work – 
carefully mix and 
choose colours. 
 
Memorial art – Poppies 
Research angles / 
make sketches. Use 
materials to create 
print.  
 
Carefully choose art 
work for green screen 

Junk modelling – 
create a bunker/ 
shelter 
 
Understand 
seasonality – grow 
cress in an egg. 
 
Look at WWII 
recipes  

Research and 
explore 
Wartime music. 
Listen to old 
recordings vs 
modern day 
interpretations. 

 Chris Stubbings 
(Sniper 
Bootcamps) 
Health & Fitness 
KS2 – Thursday 
PM 

 

Summer 1 
7 weeks 

13/04/21 
– 

28/05/21 

Oceans Genre: Fiction 
 
Narrative: Pig Heart Boy 
Daily RC 
 
Non-fiction: 
Debate  
-animal testing 
-organ donor 
Fact-file survival guide for 
expedition 
CGP – Living Planet Study 
Book  (RC) 
Fiction:  
South – Ernest 
Shackelton’s Endurance 
(real read) 
 

Properties of shape 
 
Statistics 
 
 

Animals including 
humans  
 
Identify and name the 
main parts of the 
human circulatory 
system and describe 
the function of the 
heart, blood vessels 
and blood. 
 
Recognise the impact 
of diet, exercise, drugs 
and lifestyle on the 
way their bodies 
function. 
 

Topic 7: 
Witnesses  
 
What do I want to 
witness to in my 
life?  
 
Topic 8: Healing 
 
Who needs 
healing? 
 
Other Faiths 
Islam – Ramadan 

Walking with 
the wounded 
– Prince 
Harry’s 
expedition to 
the South 
pole. Compare 
and contrast 
with 
Shackleton  
 
Battle of Pearl 
Harbour 

Know the different 
oceans/ seas around 
the world. 
 
How have the seas 
changed over time 
because of human 
influence.  

Build on previous skills 
to create ocean art. 
Compare ‘moods/ 
textures’ 
 
Pollution poster or 
animal  - 
recycled materials. 

Cooking and 
nutrition 
 
Look at the 
importance  of a 
balanced diet.  
 
Look at food groups 
 
Design a meal for 
friends then 
prepare this for 
others. 
 
Milk and food 
colouring showing 
the fat and protein 
being displaced. 

Explore the use 
of water sounds 
in relaxation/ 
meditative 
music 

Mr P  
Circulatory 
system  

Tony 
Hackworth/ 
Mark Barber 
(F.A. accredited) 
Football – 
Monday PM 

 

https://www.historyforkids.net/world-war-two.html
https://www.historyforkids.net/causes-of-ww2.html
https://www.historyforkids.net/world-war-two-timeline.html
https://www.historyforkids.net/the-holocaust.html
https://www.historyforkids.net/world-war-ii/overview/end-of-world-war-2.html/
https://www.historyforkids.net/winston-churchill.html
https://www.mrpict.com/circulatory-system.html
https://www.mrpict.com/circulatory-system.html


 

 Describe the ways in 
which nutrients and 
water are transported 
within animals, 
including humans. 
 

 
Sample fish and 
look at how to cook 
different types 
 
Design a device to 
help with water 
pollution. 

Summer 2 
7 weeks 

07/06/21 
23/07/21 

 

 Continue PHB  from SM 1.  
Non-fiction: Current news  

  Topic 9: 
Common good 
 
How can we work 
together to 
create a just and 
fair world? 

     Crucial Crew 
session on 
internet safety 

Chris Stubbings 
(Sniper 
Bootcamps) 
Health & Fitness 
KS2 – Thursday 
PM 

WHOLE CLASS  


