
Year 4 Long Term Plan and Curriculum Overview 

Term and 
Topic 

Literacy Maths Science 
RE 

*Follow ‘Come and 
See’ SoW 

History Geography Art and Design 
Design and 
Technology 

Music Computing 

PE 
*Follow Real PE SoW 
and utilise specialist 

coaches. 

Autumn 1 
 
 

Romans in 
Britain 

 
 
 
 

Fiction: 
- Narrative 
(action/ 
adventure) 
- Roman myth 
- Descriptive 
writing 
opportunities 
 
Non-Fiction: 
- Recount 
- Information text 
(based on The 
Colosseum) 
- Job application 
(to become a 
Roman soldier) 
 
Poetry: 
- Kennings (based 
on a gladiator or 
a soldier in 
battle) 
 
Class Books: 
- Escape From 
Pompeii 
- Roman Myths 
- Roman Soldier’s 
Handbook 
- Ancient Romans 
(picture book) 
- Romans in 
Britain CGP book 
 

Place value 
 
 
Addition and 
Subtraction 

Electricity 
 

- Identify 
common 
appliances that 
run on electricity 
 
- Construct 
simple electrical 
circuits, 
identifying and 
naming basic 
parts 
 
- Identify 
whether a bulb 
will light, based 
on whether it an 
open or closed 
circuit 
 
- Recognise that 
a switch opens or 
closes a circuit 
and the effect 
this has on a bulb 
 
- Recognise 
common 
electrical 
conductors or 
insulators 
 

Topic 1 – People 
 
 

Topic 2 - Called 

Introduction to the 
Roman Empire 
 
Daily life for 
Roman citizens 
(rich vs poor) 
 
The Roman Army 
and life as a soldier 
 
The Colosseum 
 
Gladiators 
 
Religion and 
Roman Gods 
 
The Roman’ 
invasion of Britain 
 
British Resistance 
(Boudica)  
 
Hadrian’s Wall  
 
The Picts  
 

Continents 
(Europe) 
 
Maps: the Roman 
Empire’s 
expansion over 
time 
 
Describe/ 
understand types 
of settlements  
 
Trade links and the 
distribution of 
resources 
 
Describe/ 
understand key 
aspects of 
volcanoes (Mount 
Vesuvius). Recap 
from Y3.  

Roman Mosaics 
 
 
Still Life Art – 
sketching, shading 
and using 
watercolours 
effectively 
 

Roman Weapons 
(sword, shield, 
spear)  
 
 
Design and create 
a miniature 
Roman catapult 
using a range of 
materials.   

Music with Mr 
Chatto and Mr 
Lockwood. 
 
 
 
Choir with Mr 
Gordon.  

MrP’s activities 
linked to Roman 
topic.  

Real PE Unit 1 – 
Personal 
 
 
 
Swimming 
(Everyone Active)  

Autumn 2 
 
 

British Isles 
 
 

Fiction: 
- Narrative 
(horror genre) 
- Post card 
- Book review 
- Descriptive 
writing 
opportunities 
 
Non-Fiction: 
- Fact file  
- Informative 
leaflet/ brochure 
- Persuasive 
writing  

Perimeter 
 
 
Multiplication 
and Division (1) 

States of Matter 
 

- Compare and 
group materials 
together based 
on whether they 
are solids, liquids 
or gases 
 
- Observe that 
some materials 
change state 
when they are 
heated or cooled  
 

Judaism 
 
 

Hinduism (Diwali) 
 
 

Topic 3 - Gift 

History of the 
Union Jack 
 
Historical 
landmarks within 
the British Isles 
 
Study of successful 
British monarchs 
(Queen Victoria 
and Queen 
Elizabeth II)  

The make-up of 
the British Isles 
 
Locating different 
counties and cities 
on a map 
 
Capital cities 
within the UK 
 
Mountains (Ben 
Nevis, Snowdon, 
Scafell Pike) – how 
have they changed 
over time?  

Studies of famous 
British artists: 
1) David Hockney – 
Pop Art 
2) Banksy – Graffiti 
Art 

Design and create 
a 3D sculpture of 
a molecular 
structure 
(Gommersal Blog) 
 
Cooking and 
Nutrition 
Understand 
seasonality, and 
know where and 
how a variety of 
ingredients are 
grown, reared, 
caught and 

Music with Mr 
Chatto and Mr 
Lockwood. 
 
 
 
Choir with Mr 
Gordon. 

“Staying Safe 
Online”   

Use technology 
safely, respectfully 
and responsibly; 
recognise 
acceptable/ 
unacceptable 
behaviour; identify 
a range of ways to 
report concerns 
about content and 
contact. 

Real PE Unit 2 – 
Social 
 
 
 
Swimming 
(Everyone Active) 
 
 
 
Football (Mark 
Barber/ Tony 
Hackworth) 



 
Poetry: 
- List poems 
(based on 
England) 
 
Class Books: 
- Iron man (link to 
science topic) 
- The Butterfly 
Lion (R4P) 
- The Day The 
Crayons Quit 
(picture book) 
 

- Measure or 
research the 
temperature that 
changes of state 
occur, in degrees 
Celsius 

processed 

Spring 1 
 

 
Ancient Egypt 

 

Fiction: 
- Narrative (a 
short story based 
on a tomb 
discovery) 
- Diary entry 
- Character 
profile (Ancient 
Egyptian God ) 
- Descriptive 
writing 
opportunities 
 
Non-Fiction: 
- Explanation text 
- Biography 
(Tutankhamun)  
- Instructions 
(linked to canopic 
jar project)  
 
Poetry: 
- Poems involving 
rhyming couplets 
 
Class Books: 
- Flat Stanley (The 
Great Egyptian 
Grave Robbery) 
- Egyptian 
Cinderella 
- The Scarab’s 
Secret (picture 
book) 
- The Rhythm of 
the Rain (picture 
book for the 
water cycle) 
- Ancient Egypt 
CGP book 
 

Multiplication 
and Division  (2) 
 
 
Area 
 
 
Fractions (1) 

Animals 
including 
humans 

 
- Describe the 
simple functions 
of the basic parts 
of the digestive 
system in 
humans 
 
 - Identify the 
different types of 
teeth in humans 
and their 
functions 
 
- Investigate how 
animal teeth 
differ to human 
teeth and relate 
this to diet 
 
- Construct and 
interpret a 
variety of food 
chains, 
identifying 
producers, 
predators and 
prey 
 
 

Topic 4 – 
Community 

 
 

First Holy 
Communion 
Preparation 

begins 
 
 

Introduction to 
Ancient Egypt 
 
Daily life for the 
Ancient Egyptians 
 
Religion and 
Ancient Egyptian 
Gods 
 
Pharaohs 
(Tutankhamun)   
 
The Valley of the 
Kings 
 
Mummification 
 
Egyptian pyramids 
 
Investigating 
artefacts  
 

Location 
knowledge - 
Continents (Africa) 
 
Map of Ancient 
Egypt (use maps to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features studied)  
 
The River Nile 
(describe and 
understand key 
aspects of the 
water cycle) 
 

Canopic Jar Project 
 
 
Pharaoh self-portrait 
(photography)  

‘Fit for a Pharaoh’ 
– Chariot project.  
 
 

Music with Mr 
Chatto and Mr 
Lockwood. 
 
 
 
Choir with Mr 
Gordon. 

Research and 
Internet Surfing 

Using the internet, 
search for 
photographs/ 
images, and key 
information about 
Tutankhamun. 
Select the most 
useful and 
appropriate 
information and 
use for your 
biography.  

Real PE Unit 3 – 
Cognitive 
 
 
 
Swimming 
(Everyone Active) 
 
 
Sniper Bootcamp – 
Health and Fitness 
(Chris Stubbings) 
 



Spring 2 
 
 

World War II 
 
 
 

Fiction: 
- Narrative (short 
story based on a 
child evacuee) 
-Letter from the 
front line 
(emotive writing) 
- Short play script 
- Descriptive 
writing 
opportunities 
 
Non-Fiction: 
- Newspaper 
article  
- Propaganda 
poster 
 
Poetry: 
- Cinquain poetry 
(based on the 
WWII battlefield) 
- Flanders Field 
 
Class Books: 
- Friend or Foe 
- The Tunnel 
(short story by 
Pie Corbett) 
- See Inside The 
Second World 
War (picture 
book) 

Fractions (2) 
 
 
Decimals (1)  

Sound 
 

- Recognise that 
sounds are made 
when something 
vibrates  
 
- Recognise that 
vibrations from 
sounds travel 
through a 
medium to the 
ear  
 
- Find patterns 
between pitch of 
the sound and 
the object that 
made it  
 
- Find patterns 
between the 
volume of a 
sound and the 
strength of the 
vibrations that 
produced it  
 
- Recognise that 
sound gets 
fainter as the 
distance from 
the source 
increases 
 

Topic 5 – Giving 
and Receiving 

 
 

Topic 6 – Self-
discipline 

Introduction to 
WWII (What 
caused the war to 
begin?) 
 
Allies and Axis 
 
World Leaders 
 
The Battle of 
Britain and The 
Blitz 
 
Attack on Pearl 
Harbor 
 
D-Day and the 
Normandy 
Invasion 
 
Hiroshima (Atomic 
Bomb) 
 
How did the war 
end? 

Location 
knowledge – 
identify the 
countries involved 
in WW2 
 
Identify physical 
features on aerial 
photographs 
(birds-eye view) as 
if you were a pilot 
 
Where were 
children evacuated 
to and why?  
 
How was our local 
area affected by 
WW2?  

Blitz Art (artwork 
based on a Blitz 
skyline that contrasts 
light and dark) 
 
 
Abstract 
expressionism based 
on a WWII battlefield 
(using colour to 
depict emotion)   

Anderson Shelter 
(jink-modelling) 
 
 
Design and create 
a model example 
of war machinery 
(e.g. tank or 
fighter pilot)  

Music with Mr 
Chatto and Mr 
Lockwood. 
 
 
 
Choir with Mr 
Gordon. 

Record and Video! 
Using their short 
play script, 
children can act 
out a scene based 
on the war. Use 
‘green screen’ for 
background.  
 
MrP’s activities 
linked to WWII 
topic. 

Real PE Unit 4 – 
Creative 
 
 
 
Basketball (Martin 
Roberts)  

 
 

Summer 1 
 
 

Frozen 
Kingdoms: 

The Arctic and 
Antarctica 

 
 
 

Fiction: 
- Setting 
description 
(frozen 
landscapes) 
 - Letter of 
application 
(linked to 
Shackleton’s 
Journey) 
- Descriptive 
writing 
opportunities 
 
Non-Fiction: 
- Sales brochure 
(based on 
Shackleton’s ship 
– Endurance) 
- Information text 
- Persuasive 
argument 

Decimals (2) 
 
 
Money  
 
 
Statistics (1) 
 

Living things and 
their habitats 

 
- Recognise that 
environments 
can change and 
that this can 
pose dangers to 
living things 
 
- Recognise that 
living things can 
be grouped in a 
variety of ways 
 
 - Explore and 
use classification 
keys to group, 
identify and 
name a variety of 
living things in 
the environment 

Islam (Ramadan) 
 
 
 

Topic 7 – New Life 

Research the 
history and 
development of 
polar exploration 
 
 
History of the Inuit 
people 
 
Animal and habitat 
deterioration. Why 
is this the case?  

Use globes and 
atlases to find and 
name both polar 
regions and other 
significant 
geographical 
features of the 
world.  
 
Work in ‘research 
teams’ to identify 
the similarities and 
differences 
between the Arctic 
and Antarctic. 
Record data and 
information in 
simple charts, 
tables.  
 
Discuss and 
consider how life 

Landscape Art – to 
go alongside setting 
description 
 
Artist Study – Franz 
Marc 

Ship Building – 
create a model 
example based on 
the Endurance.  
 
Design and create 
an ice sculpture 
(link to previous 
science topic - 
states of matter) 

Music with Mr 
Chatto and Mr 
Lockwood. 
 
 
 
Choir with Mr 
Gordon. 

Presentation 
Use a presentation 
programme (e.g. 
PowerPoint) to 
prepare a 
multimedia 
presentation of 
Arctic wildlife. 
Using the internet, 
search for 
photographs/ 
images, and key 
information. 
Select the most 
appropriate for 
the task and use 
software to add 
sounds effects and 
transitions. 

Real PE Unit 5 - 
Physical 



(speech) 
- Class Debate 
- Survival kit for a 
Frozen Kingdom 
 
Poetry: 
- Acrostic poetry 
(based on 
animals in the 
arctic) 
 
Class Books: 
- Shackleton’s 
Journey  
- North: The 
Amazing Story Of 
Arctic Migration 
(picture book) 
- The Lost Words 
(picture book to 
use alongside 
poetry work) 
 

 in either region 
compares to that 
of life in the UK. 
What are the major 
differences? Are 
there any 
similarities? 
 
The effects of 
climate change and 
global warming on 
the Arctic and 
Antarctica.  
 

Summer 2 
 
 

National 
Sporting 

Events and 
Healthy Living 

 
 

Fiction: 
- Narrative: short 
adventure story 
based on our 
picture book - 
Journey 
- Visualisation 
from an athlete’s 
perspective (first 
person, focus on 
controlling 
emotions) 
- Descriptive 
writing 
opportunities 
 
Non-Fiction: 
- Biography 
- Recount (link to 
Sports Day) 
- Instructions 
(linked to Healthy 
Living Week) 
- TV commentary 
on a significant 
sporting event 
 
Poetry: 
- Kennings (based 
on athletes/ sport 
stars) 
 
Class Books: 
The Miraculous 

Statistics (2) 
 
 
Geometry 
(angles and 2-d 
shapes) 
 
 
Geometry 
(position and 
direction)  

Food Chains and 
Food Webs 

(additional topic, 
if time!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic 8 – Building 
Bridges 

 
 

Topic 9 – God’s 
People 

 
 

Sikhism 
 
 
 

History of sporting 
great nations. 
 
Sport in Britain  
 
How did sport 
become one of the 
biggest businesses 
in the world? 
 
History of black 
athletes.  
 
Paralympics (The 
only disability in 
life is a BAD 
attitude!)  
 
Sporting icons.  
 
What is healthy 
living? How has 
this changed over 
time? (links to diet, 
exercise, smoking, 
development of 
medicines)  

Travel and 
Transport 
 
 
Tourism and 
Economy  

Motion Art 
 
 
 

Design and create 
a sports stadium 
(football, 
athletics, or 
cricket). Children 
would need to 
consider planning 
for seating, 
parking, 
entrances/ exits 
etc.  

Music with Mr 
Chatto and Mr 
Lockwood. 
 
 
 
Choir with Mr 
Gordon. 

Green Screen 
Plan and create a 
post-match 
interview from an 
athlete’s 
perspective. 
Record this using 
‘green screen’ 
with a partner.  

Real PE Unit 6 – 
Health and Fitness 
 
 
 
Sniper Bootcamp – 
Health and Fitness 
(Chris Stubbings) 
 
 
Circuit Training and 
mini-Olympics 
linked to maths 
(statistics) 



Journey of 
Edward Tulane 
(R4P) 
Journey (picture 
book) 

*French: Children will receive one French lesson every week (following the NYCC scheme of work) delivered by our French Specialist Mrs Moran.  

 


