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Aims 

Our aims are for all children at St Peter’s to: 

o Write with confidence, clarity and imagination; 
o Understand and apply their knowledge of phonics and spelling; 
o Understand how to write in a range of genres (including fiction, non-fiction and 

poetry), using the appropriate style, structure and features; 
o Plan, draft, revise and edit their own work, and learn how to self- and peer-

assess against the success criteria; 
o Develop a technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their 

writing; 
o Develop their imagination, creativity, expressive language and critical 

awareness through their writing. 
 

We aim to develop, through our teaching of writing, the following attitudes: 

o Curiosity and interest; 
o Pleasure and thoughtfulness; 
o Critical appraisal; 
o Independence; 
o Confidence; 
o Perseverance; 
o Imagination. 

 
Action and Implementation 

Writing at St Peter’s Primary School is taught and celebrated in a range of ways, and 

is taught daily across the school across a range of subjects.  We aim, wherever 

possible, to create cross-curricular writing opportunities, as we believe that in order 

for children to see themselves as successful writers they need to be involved in 

writing for a purpose. 

We follow the National Curriculum (2014) which ensures that a range of genres are 

covered, including narrative (e.g. extended stories, stories by the same author, 

myths and legends, adventure stories and traditional stories), non-fiction (e.g. 

persuasive texts, non-chronological reports, information texts, recounts, reports and 

letters) and poetry (e.g. rhyme, nonsense rhymes, shape poems, acrostic and 

descriptive poetry).  Genres are taught and learnt considering the: 

o purpose 
o form 
o audience 

 

As a guide, teacher use a variety of schemes to support their own planning (e.g. 

Hamilton Trust). Teachers use this as a starting point and use their own choice or 

texts that they feel will best suit their class.  



January 2017 

EYFS, Kay Stage 1 and Year 3 are introducing Talk for Writing. 

Talk for Writing 

Talk for writing allows developing writers at St Peter’s to explore the creative and 

thinking processes in writing through talk. The talk allows the children to begin to 

think and talk like a writer.  

The talk for writing approach includes:  
o An Initial writing task 

o Imitating the story 

o Innovating the story- The teacher modelling how to change a story including 
relevant grammar 

o Inventing where children work independently to apply all of the skills they 
have learned. Allow children time to look back over and edit their work before 
the teacher marks it. 

 
Talk for Writing will expose all pupils to oral storytelling. Each year group will have a 
minimum of three texts that the pupils will learn each year. These texts will be an 
opportunity for pupils to learn and use different connectives, as well as other 
grammar related targets. The benefits of the talk for writing approach are that the 
pupils will build a bank of good vocabulary and narrative patterning. It will also help 
build confidence so that children can build their own creative stories. The talk for 
writing approach gives opportunities for class teaches to build in role play/drama 
(story whoosh’s, hot seating, conscience alley) and to build in different word games 
(tell me about, building a picture, word tennis).  
 
Each class will have pictures with their pupils doing the connective actions. The 

pictures will go up with the class each year to the next class teacher. Connectives 

may either be displayed in the classroom or kept in envelopes for children to have on 

tables and use in lessons. The connective pyramid can also be used on tables to 

remind children of what connectives to use in their writing. 

EYFS cover one text over a half term 

Key Stage 2  

Children are taking part in streamed literacy sessions twice a week. This gives the 

more able writers an opportunity to improve work collaboratively working with other 

more able writers form other classes. The less able writers will also be working 

together in a smaller group with more focused teaching support (10 children to 1 

adult). The other children will work together in mixed class groups to share ideas and 

techniques to improve their writing.  They get to work collaboratively with other 

students and it inspires the other children in the class to improve their writing. 

Teachers will use Literacy Shed and Pobble 365 to inspire writing through visual 

stimuli.  



Day to Day Writing Across the School 

The teaching and learning of writing varies across the age range in school.  In the 

early years emergent writing is encouraged through the use of different writing 

materials, including felt tipped pens, crayons, chalk, sand, magnetic letters, big 

brushes, water, paint and computers, as well as writing in the role-play areas, such 

as postcards, menus, invitations, labels etc…  Alongside this, children take part in 

activities to encourage and develop gross and fine motor skills necessary to write in 

a legible script. They also have the opportunity to complete writing tasks with Year 6 

every half term, where the Year 6 students act as teachers to help the EYFS 

students to improve their writing. 

Children throughout the school are encouraged to magpie ideas from their peers, 

teachers and the texts they are exposed to. Children have a place they can record 

these ideas that they can access at all times, in every lesson (not just literacy).  

Daily phonics lessons are streamed in KS1 and help to build their phonic and 

spelling knowledge to enable them to sound out words and spell high frequency 

words correctly. EYFS will also join in the streamed phonic sessions in the spring 

term. Children throughout the year groups have spellings to learn relevant to their 

age, and these focus on high frequency words or a particular spelling pattern. The 

more able pupils move on to a grammar focus to push them on and achieve more. 

As children progress throughout the school, they are given many opportunities to 

write independently and to apply the skills they have learnt and practised in shared 

and guided writing.  Wherever possible, writing is made meaningful by being planned 

for a specific purpose or in response to a particular experience.  Teachers use a 

variety visual stimuli such as Literacy Shed videos and Pobble 365 images to inspire 

writing in the classroom.  

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation is planned and taught as an integral part of 

each unit of work.  The objectives are carefully matched to the unit of work to enable 

them to be taught and learnt within a meaningful context. 

Writing is taught in a range of ways: 

Modelling Writing 

The teacher talks aloud the thought processes as a writer.  They model strategies in 

front of the children, communicating the strategies being used.  Teachers may model 

writing skills such as punctuation, rehearsal, proof reading, editing, word selection, 

sentence construction and paragraphing. 

Shared Writing 

This is a collaborative approach in which the pupils contribute their ideas and 

thoughts for the teacher to write.  The teacher models and teaches specific writing 



skills and there is the opportunity for discussion to choose the most effective or 

suitable ideas.  

Independent Writing 

Children are given opportunities to apply their understanding of the text type in their 

own writing.  They are encouraged to plan, draft, write, edit and assess their work, 

applying the skills they have learnt throughout the unit of work on that particular 

genre. 

Interventions 

Children who need extra support will take part in support session where they will 

work in small groups. This may take the form of: 

Supported Composition 

The children work in pairs to provide the next sentence of the text.  This may follow 

from the modelled or the shared writing process. 

Guided Writing 

Pupils are grouped by writing ability.  The teacher or other adult works with the group 

on a carefully selected task appropriate to that group’s needs and targets.  This will 

focus on a particular aspect of the writing process rather than writing a complete 

piece.   

Read Write Inc.  

 

Assessment 

Assessment is used to inform the planning and teaching of Writing. Children’s writing 

is assessed by the class teacher looking at the following areas: 

o Handwriting 

o Composition: effect, text structure, sentence structure 

o Vocabulary, Grammar and punctuation 

o Spelling 

Assessment against these criteria takes various formats: 

o KS1 termly phonics tracking assessment, in which children are assessed 
against the Read Write Inc. phases and gaps in learning are identified; 

o Regular Grammar Hammer tests are completed to identify gaps in learning; 
o Writing is assessed every half to term to track the progress of each individual 

pupil through that terms independent work; 



o Teachers marking and feedback is determined by the success criteria/ writing 
checklist and can also be used to encourage children to peer and self-assess 
their writing.  

 

Role of Parents and Carers 

Parents and carers are strongly encouraged to be actively involved in their children’s 

writing at all ages, by encouraging them to write for a range of purposes such as 

shopping lists, diaries, notes, letters, cards, stories etc. 

 

Monitoring of the Policy 

We are aware of the need to monitor and update the school's Writing Policy on a 

regular basis, so that we can take account of improvements made in our practice, 

and changes to assessments, materials and government requirements. We will 

therefore review this policy at least once every two years. The member of the Senior 

Leadership Team with responsibility for writing is the Literacy Co-ordinator – Emily 

Brooksbank 

Writing throughout the school and how it reflects this policy will also be reviewed 

throughout the year in the following ways: 

o Governor’s work scrutiny; 
o SLT/staff work scrutiny; 
o EYFS/KS1/KS2 internal moderation; 
o Moderation with other schools (Lindhead); 
o Learning walks. 

 


