
Oh, how they grow at St. Peter’s! 
What is wonderful is the children’s love for their 
school and the adults who take them under their expert 
wings and nurture them through the seven years they 
spend here. 

Lessons are fun but challenging. The teachers are respected for 
marking the children’s work regularly and for the time they spend 
preparing for the next day. But these are not dependent children. 
They have been taught to take risks and to explore on their own, 
full in the knowledge that effort is praised and mistakes are part of 
learning. Their peers do not criticise but encourage. 
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“Jesus taught us 
how to live our 
lives” 

“We commit time 
to leading 
collective worship”  

“All learning is 
important but 
being a good 
person is better”
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The children were very curious as to why 
they were talking to me but very 
confident and unfazed by it all. Their trust 
is implicit because they have full 
confidence that their teachers will keep 
them safe. 

The children all agreed that RE (once we fully 
established what it was) could be difficult, 
especially if they had to write about it. They spoke maturely about asking their teacher or up to three 
friends if they needed help. 

“We like to talk about Jesus because when you get baptised you are part of Jesus’ family”. They had 
obviously been enthralled by the video of a classmate’s baptism. 

We discussed ‘family’ and the children told me how they were part of the Church’s family too. When I 
asked about how St Peter’s might be their family, they became animated and listed ways that it was…
people cared for them, they taught them right from wrong. They learned that if someone upsets you, 
they should say ‘sorry’ and we should forgive them. When asked why, they said, ‘Because Jesus said it’. 
When asked how they knew that, the children said that their teachers talked to them and said this is 
what Jesus would want us to do. One boy said his dad had told him that sometimes sorry isn’t enough 
so we chatted about that and decided that if we put some space between what happened and saying 
sorry and then forgiving, then it might be easier. He wasn’t entirely convinced but it was food for 
thought! 

I asked about prayer and the children said they prayed before lunch. I asked them about praying to 
ask for things but they said it was good to pray to say thank you too. One child said she prayed for her 
Nana, and to her Nana, because her parents said she should. 
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YEARS 1&2

WHAT SHOULD WE EXPECT OF YEARS 1 & 2? 
The children found the vocabulary hard to recall but they certainly 
understood the role of Jesus in their lives. They accept His being and 
that St Peter’s teaches them about His life so that He can be a good 
example to them. 

But there is no fear. They believe that if they say sorry and stop 
upsetting others, that Jesus will be okay with that and that, equally, 
He’s really pleased with them when they are good.



Years 5 & 6 

Speaking with the older children demonstrated 
growth in their knowledge and an appreciation 
of either their faith or the ethos of a Catholic 
school. 

The children waxed lyrical about opportunities to excel in the 
subject. They appreciate the wide ranging media they are 
allowed to use to present their work and talk about how much 
they enjoy being challenged to be the best they can be. They are fulsome in their praise of their 
teachers for making a tough subject fun, providing resources that are stimulating and original. 

Motivation comes from their peers. One child spoke of someone on her table who asks every lesson how 
he might achieve the highest level. His peers see this as a challenge and set out to match him! When 
asked about how they knew how well they were doing, especially as some of their work was subjective, 
they were able to speak clearly about levels and progress, citing the quality of teacher feedback as 
crucial. 

I asked what made a Catholic school different to others. At first the children talked about brilliant 
teachers but when I said that other schools had brilliant teachers and brilliant maths and English 
results, they thought about it briefly and then delivered a eulogy about what a Catholic school offers. 
And more importantly, not just any Catholic school but St Peter’s Catholic school. 

They said that they pray three times a day but could pray more if they wanted to; they named the 
school chaplain. They said that their behaviour was affected positively because they’re taught Jesus’ 
way and not all schools have that guidance. Their families sent them to St Peter’s because they wanted 
the children to have good examples to follow, to form excellent friendship groups, and they were 
appreciative of how St Peter’s helps them to develop as people. ‘The adults teach us how we should be 
with each other and talk to us about how we can be the best that we can be.’ 

How would a stranger know they were in a Catholic school? The children said that someone would help 
them straightaway, they’d be polite to them and when they walked around school they’d see signs, like 
statues and crucifixes. And not every school has a chapel. They’d see children preparing for collective 
worship and a lot of the time they’d see either Fr Gubbins or Fr Albert. On Thursdays they’d see 
children going to Mass. 

Asked what the community thinks of St Peter’s, the children were excited and said they were praised 
for their behaviour and talked about being told that they’d been very respectful on a recent trip to 
Eden Camp. 

They were proud of being seen as better behaved than other schools and that they did not retaliate if 
provoked (at this point we discussed ‘turning the other cheek’ and what it meant). Teachers praise 
them for being well behaved but also make sure that if they make mistakes that they face up to them 
and know how to put them right. 

They took very seriously their responsibility as role models to the younger children in school, leading 
fundraising and listening to their views. They were supportive of House Captains, saying that they 
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listened and acted on ideas so that everyone felt valued. They mentioned CAFOD, Children in Need, 
Comic Relief day and raising money to support victims of the recent tsunami in Indonesia. 

Genuine warmth was expressed for the contact the school has with Priceholme Care Home and the 
children exuded gratitude for all they got from it, especially being pen pals with the elderly. This work 
clearly helps our children to value the lives of different generations and supports a legacy of respect 
and admiration. 

What makes St Peter’s the school they want to attend? One child said a house move meant travelling to 
school would be difficult but that the case he’d put to his parents had ensured he stayed here. Others 
shared their reasons: St Peter’s is like a church because we feel it is God’s house; God is in our hearts; 
we enjoy collective worship and it’s a place where we do good things together; the teachers help us, 
they give us their time and they give up theirs to make things better; we are encouraged to do things 
like the Shoebox Appeal and they talk to us about helping others and also to appreciate what we have. 

Finally, I referred back to their trip to Eden Camp and we talked about how seeing the memorabilia had 
helped them to understand what went on and to believe what happened during the conflicts in our 
history. We agreed that it was easy to accept that this was how it was because we could see things and 
touch them. I asked the children why they believed in God when they couldn’t see Him. Their response 
was touchingly warm, deep and meaningful. They said, without hesitation, that their school teaches 
them the right way through Jesus’ teachings and that it is a brilliant school because people follow 
Jesus’ example. One child said, ’We listen to Bible stories and the messages are all the same. We want 
to live a life like that - not in the shadows’. The children were unanimous in saying that Jesus got it 
right! They love His teachings and firmly believe that the success of their school is down to its faith in 
God because following Jesus’ ways makes them better behaved, generous to others, including giving 
time to each other, and understanding that we make mistakes but can put them right because God 
forgives us and we should forgive others. ‘God wants us to have peace’. They were able to discuss the 
Consecration, the celebration of the Eucharist and transubstantiation, although they did not appear to 
have heard the word itself. 

The children across both Key Stages were keen to point out that their teachers are kind and 
hardworking because they follow Jesus’ teachings and therefore they themselves want to do the same. 

The time I spent with the children was humbling and at the same time, exciting. They are true to the 
faith of the school and can articulate its ethos and its mission. 

The younger children aren’t yet at a stage where they could articulate the catholicity of the school but 
they recognise Jesus as their role model and know how important He is to us all. At times they 
struggled with baby Jesus and Jesus the man being one and the same, which is fair enough, I suppose, 
especially as the focus is likely to be on the nativity at the moment. 

Key Stage 2 were very open to being challenged and when they drifted off the subject, were happy to 
be pulled back on track. Although chosen randomly, the mix of children was perfect and they were 
completely relaxed and respectful of each others’ opinions. When I asked something they didn’t know 
the answer to they were keen to listen and glean any information they could. 

Our children are fully committed to the faith of St Peter’s School, they have bought into it 
wholeheartedly; it is a way of life and they are in no doubt that it is special.
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