
 

St Peter’s History Policy 

Vision for History at St Peter’s School  

At St Peter’s RC School, through a positive caring environment, we provide the opportunity for 

every child to reach their full potential by inspiring their curiosity and knowledge understanding 

about Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We embrace Catholic values and ensure all 

children are ready for their next steps. 

The aims of History 

The aims of history are: 

 To know and understand the history of the British isles as a coherent, chronological 

narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this 

nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.  

 To know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature 

of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of 

past non-European societies; achievements. 

 To gain a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 

‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

 To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 

similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, 

analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 

including written narratives and analyses. 

 To understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

 To gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, 

understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; 

between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between 

short- and long-term timescales. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on 

examining historical artefacts and primary sources. Where appropriate, children are given the 

opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school 



and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of 

stories in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the 

past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in 

different ways and that they are encouraged to ask searching questions. 

EYFS 

In EYFS Big Books, alongside Tapestry and Seesaw, will be used to record the children’s learning 

and development of history using the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs). History 

makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and 

understanding of the world. 

 Where appropriate children will also record in their Busy Books. As children make progress the 

teachers and teaching assistants will record and highlight their development again using the ELGs 

Inclusion 

At St Peter’s RC School, we are committed to providing a teaching environment which ensures all 

children are provided with the same learning opportunities of social class, gender, culture, race, 

special educational need or disability. Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and 

also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive attitudes towards others. 

Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting 

At St Peter’s RC Primary School assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Throughout 

the year teachers will use the National Curriculum aims to monitor teaching and learning within 

their year group. Whole school book scrutinies, focusing on history, and lesson observations will 

take place termly; led by the subject lead, in addition, evidence from Seesaw will be down loaded 

half termly and following this process a clear picture of history teaching and learning at St Peter’s 

RC School will be shared with staff and governors.  

History work will be recorded in children’s individual work books and on Seesaw. Marking work will 

be guided by the school’s Marking Policy and feedback is given to the children as soon as 

possible. (Teachers and teaching assistants will use green or purple pens to mark the children’s 

work. Green highlighters will be used to show the children where they have met the learning 

objective or achieved a next step. Pink highlighters will be used to show children where they can 

improve their work.) Children’s attainment will be shared with parents once a year in the summer 

term. 

Historical Visits 

Historical visits are integral to good history teaching and we include as many opportunities as we 

can to involve children in practical historical research, enquiry and skills. All children will visit local 

historical sites and give them opportunities to observe and record information. 



Children learn best when the learning environment is ordered and they feel safe. Visits should be 

well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable experience. The pupils should prepare well 

for the visit and, on their return, use the experience to good effect in the classroom. The class 

teacher, or leader, should plan the visit meticulously, with the pupils’ safety and welfare 

paramount. Please see the Policy for Educational Visits for detailed information. 

Management of the Subject 

Sue Brooksbank, Subject Leader has responsibility for leading, managing and supporting the 

delivery and staff training of History. Work with senior leaders on monitoring teaching and 

learning, planning and standards through lesson observations and book scrutinies (according to 

school practice).  

This policy will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed by staff and governors and updated every 3 

years. 
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