
 

Hunger, Humility and Happiness 

St Peter’s Geography Policy 

Vision for Geography at St Peter’s School  

Through a positive caring environment, we provide the opportunity for every child to reach their 

full potential. We embrace Catholic values and ensure all children are ready for their next steps. 

The aims of Geography 

The aims of geography are: 

 To stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and develop a knowledge and 

understanding of the physical and human processes which shape places. 

 To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, teach a respect and 

understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country. 

 To provide learning opportunities that enthuse, engage, and motivate children to learn 

and foster a sense of curiosity and wonder at the beauty of the world around them. 

 To encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation 

of what ‘global citizenship’ means. 

 To make sense of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality and 

the interaction between people and the environment. 

 To develop the geographical skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps of 

different scales, and the vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical enquiry. 

 To be able to apply map reading skills to globes and atlas maps and identify geographical 

features. 

 To formulate appropriate questions, develop research skills and evaluate material to 

inform opinions. 

 To enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a 

variety of materials and equipment including other people’s experiences and knowledge. 

 

 

 



Teaching and Learning 

Through their work in geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in 

this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. As pupils 

progress, they deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human 

processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. They learn how to draw 

and interpret maps and use subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical 

geography, with accuracy and confidence. Through their growing knowledge and understanding 

of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in different societies, helping to develop 

a sense of other cultures, and how nations rely on each other. Geographical knowledge, 

understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s 

features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

EYFS 

In EYFS Big Books alongside Early excellence will be used to record the children’s learning and 

development in the early learning goal - Understanding the World.  

Inclusion 

At St Peter’s school, we are committed to providing a teaching environment which ensures all 

children are provided with the same learning opportunities. Teachers use a range of strategies to 

ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive 

attitudes towards others. 

Recording, Assessment, Monitoring and Reporting 

Geography work will be recorded in individual workbooks, feedback will be given to the children 

as soon as possible and marking will be guided by the school’s marking policy. Teachers and 

teaching assistants will use green or purple pens to mark the children’s work. Green highlighters 

will be used to show the children where they have met the learning objective or achieved a next 

step. Pink highlighters will be used to show children where they can improve their work. Children’s 

attainment will be shared with parents once a year in their annual school report. 

At St Peter’s School assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. It is used to inform 

planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure 

that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the 

children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy. 

Throughout the year, teachers will use the national curriculum aims in order to monitor teaching 

and learning within their year group. Whole school book scrutinies, focusing on Geography and 

lesson observations will take place regularly, led by the subject leader. Following this process, a 

clear picture of geography teaching and learning at St Peter’s school will be shared with staff and 

governors.   



Fieldwork 

Fieldwork is integral to good geography teaching and we include as many opportunities as we 

can to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry. All children carry out an 

investigation into the local environment and we give them opportunities to observe and record 

information around the school site and beyond. 

Health & Safety 

Children learn best when the learning environment is ordered and they feel safe, any visit should 

be well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable experience. The pupils should prepare 

well for the visit and, on their return, use the experience to good effect in the classroom. The class 

teacher, or leader, should plan the visit meticulously, with the pupils’ safety and welfare 

paramount. Please see the Policy for Educational Visits for detailed information. 

Management of the Subject 

Sarah Seeley is the Subject Leader and has responsibility for leading, managing and supporting 

the delivery of and training in Geography. This policy will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed 

by staff and governors and updated every 3 years. 
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