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Introduction  

At St Peter’s RC Primary School we believe that every child is unique and entitled to an education that 

is built upon his/her own individual experiences. We ensure that all Foundation Stage children learn in a 

challenging and stimulating environment, in a way that is always appropriate to their age and stage of 

development. We recognise that each child will enter school at a different stage of physical, social, 

emotional and intellectual development and strive to work in partnership with parents and carers to 

build upon what each child already knows in order to lay down a secure foundation for future learning. 

Every child has the right to feel valued, safe and to be inspired to his/her full potential.  

Principles 

The early years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:  

 The education of 3-5 years olds is valid in its own right. 

 Young children should feel safe and secure. 

 Early Years children should have a wide and rich programme.  

 Young children learn best through talking and doing. 

 Parents of young children are the prime educators.  

 Staff teach young children best through supporting, managing, listening to, playing with and 

providing role models.  

 The right curriculum is based on observing children, assessing what they can do and providing 

teachable moments – in that moment, which help to build on their achievements.  

 Young children are entitled to full physical, intellectual, linguistic, emotional and social 

development.  

 No child should be excluded or disadvantaged because of his or her race, culture or region, 

home language, family background, special educational needs, disability, gender or ability.  

 3-5’s are entitled to generous space indoors and outdoors, sufficiently qualified teachings and 

teaching assistance and good quality equipment and materials.  

 

Our Philosophy  

At St Peter’s RC Primary School we believe that:  

 Children are active and independent learners.  

 Early years children learn best in a stimulating, exciting and enjoyable environment.  

 We believe that children should be able to direct their own learning. For the majority of the time 

we allow children to initiate their own learning and the adults support and guide them to extend 

learning opportunities. Specific teaching of skills are introduced as and when appropriate to 

individual children and groups of children.  

 Children should learn in an environment where they can succeed.  

 Promoting a positive relationship with parents has a positive effect on the child’s achievements 

and that we gain insights into the child’s abilities by valuing the parent as the child’s primary 

educator.  

 Adults in the setting are valued as an important resource, and their sensitive interaction, 

observation and assessment will ensure that the children achieve their potential. 

 Children need to build on what they already know and can do.  



 Each child is an individual and brings to the setting diverse experiences arising from a unique 

combination of family, religious and language backgrounds.  

 

Aims of the Foundation Stage 

We follow the Early Years Curriculum which underpins all future learning by supporting, fostering, 

promoting and developing children’s:  

Prime Areas 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development  

Specific Areas 

 Literacy  

 Maths 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 Understanding of the World  

We understand the fundamental principles that underpin EYFS:  

 A unique child  

 Positive relationships 

 Enabling Environments 

 Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 

  

The characteristics of effective learning are a central part of our EYFS practice, which moves through 

all areas of learning to support each unique child.  

 Playing and Exploring – “Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and 
preoccupations. In their play children learn at their highest level. Play with peers is important for 
children’s development” - do they investigate and experience things and have a go?  

 Learning Actively -   “Children learn best through physical and mental challenges. Active 

Learning involves other people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve children for 

sustained periods” – do they concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties 

and enjoy achievements?  

 Creating and Thinking Critically – “When children have the opportunities to play with ideas in 
different situations and with a wide variety of resources, they discover connections and come to 
new and better understandings and ways of doing things. Adult support in this process 
enhances their ability to think critically and ask questions” - do they have and develop their 
own ideas; make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things?  

We believe that our workshop style environment and our observation style ensure that children are 

learning effectively all the time because they are able to carry out their own learning and fascinations.  

 

 



Teaching and Learning 

At St Peter’s RC Primary School we have adopted a workshop approach to classroom organisation. All 

resources are available to the children. The children select what they would like to do in each area. 

Resources are organised to provide a wide range of areas of provision, each promoting learning 

opportunities across some of all areas of the curriculum. Children move between areas of provision 

both indoor and outdoor independently. The principle is that resources are accessible to the children 

and they are varied, open ended and high quality. This gives children the opportunity to select 

resources to support their chosen activity.  Throughout the year we assess and review the progress of 

all children. We introduce teaching of specific skills as and when appropriate to individual children and 

groups of children.  

 

Provision 

We have developed a rich, stimulating and welcoming environment for our children. All provision is 

clearly labelled both indoors and outdoors. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the 

community that the children come from and the wider world. Resources are displayed so that children 

can make their own selection; we believe this encourages independent learning. Adults then carefully 

use their knowledge of the children to make enhancements to the environment. All equipment is 

regularly checked and cleaned to ensure continued high quality and hygiene.  

 

The Role of the Adult  

The adults are there to teach. They do this through observing and interaction. Our adults know the 

children very well and have a sound understanding of child development. This ensures that the adults 

enhance and extend the learning at the appropriate level for each unique child. The children become 

involved in activities of their choice. The adults observe the children carefully, join them when 

appropriate, and engage in quality interactions (teaching) to move the learning on. 

Sir Michael Wilshaw says:  

“Early year’s provision is only as good as the quality of interaction between adults and children” 

This is further supported by Ofsted in 2015 who said:  

“Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a broad term that 

covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their interactions 

with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities: communicating, showing, explaining, 

demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling, and providing a narrative for what 

they are doing, facilitating and setting challenges. It takes account of the attention given to the physical 

environment, as well as the structure and routine of the day that establish expectations.” 

 

Inclusion  

We value the diversity of individuals within the school and do not discriminate against children because 

of ‘differences’. All children at St Peter’s RC Primary school are treated fairly regardless of race, religion 

or abilities. All children and their families are valued within our school. In our school we believe that all 



our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking 

the children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning. In the EYFS we set realistic 

and challenge expectations that meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet 

the needs of the boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, 

children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic 

groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.  

 

Welfare 

“Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met and 

when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.”  

At St Peter’s Primary School we understand that we are legally required to comply with certain welfare 

requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2012. We 

understand that we are required to:  

 Promote the welfare of children.  

 Promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action when 

children are ill.  

 Manage behaviour effectively in a manner of appropriate for the children’s stage of 

development and individual needs.  

 Ensure all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them are 

suitable to do so.  

 Ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for purpose. 

 Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development 

experiences tailored to meet their needs  

 Maintain records, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of the setting 

and to meet the needs of children. 

We endeavour to meet all of these requirements. 

 

Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most ensuring educators and we value the 

contribution they make. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in 

educating the children.  

We do this through:  

 Talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school; 

 The children have the opportunity to spend time in the EYFS class during the half term before 

starting in these classes;  

 Inviting all parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns.  

 Encouraging parents to contribute to the individual “learning journey” records kept for their 

child;  

 There is a formal meeting for parents in the Autumn and Spring terms at which the parents and 

teacher discuss the child’s progress with the teacher;  



 Parents receive a report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of the Foundation 

Stage. There is also an opportunity to come in and discuss the reports after they have received 

them if they wish.  

 All staff involved with EYFS aim to develop good relationships with all children and parents, 

interacting positively with them and taking time to listen to them.  

 Parents are updated regularly with children’s interests and next steps/challenges at school. 

They are provided with ideas to support their child at home and they are asked to respond with 

their child’s interests at home and things they have noticed they have improved with.  

 Parents are invited to into school each Friday to join their child in class. There are no limits to 

how many times a parent can attend. This is a great way to show parents what their child is 

doing in class and how they can help to move their learning forward.  

All parents have a log in for an online learning journal called EExAT. Parents are regularly kept updated 

with observations that have been made and children’s next steps. Parents are encouraged to comment 

and add observations.  

 

Assessment  

At St Peter’s RC Primary School we see assessment in the Foundation Stage as a way of gathering 

information that will help us to enhance the education of the children. We are committed to making this 

a positive experience for the child, not a process whereby the child feels tested or ‘a failure’. The 

assessments are gathered during usual classroom routine and are recorded in a positive way to inform 

staff and parents of the child’s achievements.  

Our assessment process includes:  

Prior to the children starting in FS2 the families are invited to the school for an informal meeting so that 

children and parents can meet the staff and experience the classroom environment. At those meetings 

parents can begin to share their knowledge of their child.  

The class teacher goes to visit all of the children at their nursery settings. Here the teacher is able to 

speak to the child’s key workers and begin to understand the cohort and their interests as well as 

meeting the children in an environment that they feel safe in.  

Learning Journeys are started as soon as the child begins school. These are in the form of an online 

learning journal called EExAT. Observational evidence is gathered in the form of photographs, videos 

and narration.  

All the children’s observations are levelled using the EExAT statements and then against the Early 

Learning Goals at the end of the year.  This enables us to ensure progression is being made across the 

curriculum. At each term the EYFS team use the observations and knowledge of the child to make a 

judgement on where the child is at developmentally in the ages and stages recording this on EExAT. 

This allows gaps to be identified in children’s knowledge so that the EYFS team can work together to 

close the gaps. The tracker allows children to be assessed against their age related expectations. 

The cycle of observation, assessment, planning, observation is carried out on a moment-by-moment 

basis. We have focus children each week (approximately 10% of the group).  



Some interactions and activities occur when the cycle is complete. These records are on the learning 

journeys for the focus children and on EExAT for activities which a group of children have become 

involved with. Other observations are recorded on EExAT. The focus children are given ‘extra’ attention 

but all children are busy and learning all the time.  

The planning sheets are a record of activities that have occurred. It is particularly important that the 

adult’s input is recorded. The symbol T indicates adult. Adult input (teaching) is highlighted e.g. T 

suggests...encourages…models…asks…ponders…helps…offers resources… etc. 

We work in this way because: 

“Babies and young children are experiencing their learning in the here and now, not storing up 

their questions until tomorrow or next week. It is in that moment of curiosity, puzzlement, effort 

or interest – the ‘teachable moment’ – that the skilful adult makes a difference. By using this cycle 

on a moment-by- moment basis, the adult will always be alert to individual children (observation), 

always thinking about what it tells us about the child’s thinking (assessment) and always ready 

to respond by using appropriate strategies at the right moment to support children’s well-being 

and learning (planning for the next moment).” 

From National Standards document Learning, Playing and Interacting p.22-23 

The revised EYFS advises us to continue using the document.  

 

Baseline Assessment 

St Peter’s RC Primary School opt to use observational methods for baseline assessments choosing not 

to use a test to ensure settling routines are not disrupted. Instead, as part of everyday practice, 

observations, interactions and everyday activities a series of judgements about each child based on a 

clear set of assessment criteria is made by week 6 and recorded on the online tracker. The outcomes 

of this information is used to identify strengths and areas of development and reflected upon to adjust 

provision accordingly.  

Exit Assessment 

In the final term of the year in which the child reaches five, the Early Years Team completes the EYFS 

profile for each child. This provides parents/ carers and teachers with a clear picture of the child’s 

development, knowledge, understanding and abilities as well as their progress against expected levels 

and characteristics of effective learning. The children are assessed against the 17 Early Learning goals 

and the data is transferred to the LEA in July. This is process completed by the team to ensure 

accurate results. The Year 1 staff/headteachers are also involved in this process as a form of 

moderation. 
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