
  

St Peter’s Computing/ICT Policy 

Vision for Computing/ICT at St Peter’s School  

We see computing as an integral part of teaching and learning and see it playing a 

significant role in the education of all children in our school. Computing underpins today’s 

modern lifestyle and it is essential that all pupils gain the confidence and ability that they 

need in this subject, to prepare them for the challenge of a rapidly developing and 

changing technological world. The use of ICT in school will enhance and extend children’s 

learning across the whole curriculum whilst contributing to motivation and the 

development of social skills. We aim to give pupils a thorough and in depth understanding 

of a range of different tools, which they can apply to solve problems whilst developing 

resilience and independence. ICT will be used to support those with Special Educational 

Needs and remove some barriers to learning. We aim to provide appropriate, fully 

integrated and supported ICT resources in order that the highest level of education can be 

offered to all pupils. When possible, we aim to utilize the most up to date ICT resources 

and recognize the need to remain aware of the potential uses of any emerging 

technologies. In addition, we aim to utilize resources that are available in the wider 

community. ICT is also seen as a valuable resource to support links between school and 

home life. We aim to use it to promote parental involvement and motivation for pupils to 

continue their learning at home.  

 

The aims of Computing/ICT 

1. All pupils have a positive experience of ICT, appreciate its relevance in our society and that 

they see it as an essential tool for learning, communication, finding information and for 

controlling and understanding their environment. 



2. The use of ICT is embedded across the whole curriculum with real purpose. 

3. A whole school approach to computing is followed ensuring continuity and progression in 

all strands of the computing national curriculum. 

4. Computing is presented as a creative and fascinating process in which children are 

encouraged to use their own initiative, imagination, reasoning and problem solving skills. 

Children will be encouraged to think computationally and the use of technology will 

develop resilience as they work to find solutions to real challenges. 

5. All pupils will become thoughtful and independent users of ICT and develop their 

capability to the best of their ability. 

6. Children learn to use ICT to support their learning, both individually and collaboratively. 

ICT is used to improve access to learning for pupils with a diverse range of individual 

needs, including those with Special Educational Needs.  

7. To maximize the use of ICT in developing and maintaining links between parents, the 

school and the local community.  

 

The objectives of Computing/ICT 

In order to fulfill the above aims it is necessary for us to ensure: 

1. A continuity of experience throughout the school both within and among year groups. 

2. There is a systematic progression through Foundation phase to KS2 and teaching staff use 

the school’s progression documents to continually evaluate this. 

3. The national curriculum programmes of study and their associated strands and attainment 

targets are given appropriate coverage and that teaching staff are using the in depth year 

group overviews to monitor this. 

4. That all children have access to a range of ICT resources. 

5. That ICT is used throughout the whole curriculum in a purposeful way and cross-curricular 

links are exploited where appropriate. 

6. That children’s experiences and progression are continually monitored and evaluated. 

7. That resources are used to their full extent. 

8. That staff skills and knowledge are kept up to date through regular training and the use of 

Mr.P ICT website. 



9. CAS community is used by the computing co-ordinator to keep up to date with new 

developments in technology and resources that can be used within the school. 

 

The outcomes of excellent computing education is that children are engaged, computer literate 

learners that are able to independently use ICT to support and deepen their learning in all areas 

of the curriculum. They are able to think computationally and create working solutions to real 

challenges, preparing them for today’s world and the future. 

The Computing Curriculum 

In line with the National Curriculum teaching staff will follow detailed year group overviews, which 

clearly state learning objectives to be met. These objectives should be met by using ICT across the 

whole curriculum. Teaching staff are encouraged to be creative in their approach to teaching 

computing. They will also follow the school’s computing curriculum progression documents, which 

give clear indications of how to support vulnerable learners and how to challenge very able pupils. 

The curriculum is broken down into three strands as below: 

Computer Science:  

Pupils will gain an understanding and apply the concepts of computer science including 

abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. 

They will analyse problems in computational terms with the repeated practical experience of 

writing programmes. 

Information technology: 

Pupils will work collaboratively and independently to apply information technology to solve 

problems. They will cover these strands: 

 word processing/typing 

 data handing 

 presentations 

 web design and eBook creation 

 animation 



 video creation 

 photography and digital art 

 augmented reality and virtual reality 

 sound 

Digital Literacy 

Pupils will become competent, confident and creative users of information and 

communication technology. 

Teaching and learning 

Teachers’ planning is differentiated to meet the range of needs in any class including those 

children who may need extra support, those who are in line with average expectations and those 

working above average expectations for children of their age. A wide range of styles are 

employed to ensure all children are sufficiently challenged:  

 Children may be required to work individually, in pairs or in small groups according to the 

nature or activity of the task.  

 Different paces of working.  

 Different groupings of children - groupings may be based on ability either same ability or mixed 

ability.  

 Different levels of input and support.  

 Different outcomes expected.  

The ICT coordinator will review teachers’ computing plans to ensure a range of teaching styles are 

employed to cater for all needs and promote the development of computing capability. 

ICT across the curriculum 

 

The ICT resources including the i-pads and laptops allow teachers to use ICT to support lessons 

across the curriculum. We have recently had an ICT audit with VITAL and will be introducing 

Chrome Books into Year 6 with a vision to expand this across the school. The computing co-



ordinator will work closely with teaching staff to ensure that appropriate software is available 

throughout the school. 

 

Planning and Assessment 

 

We use a variety of planning resources and adapt them to fit the needs of the children. Teachers 

record the achievements of the children. Assessment of children’s capability will consider the skills 

developed, levels of independence and the context and purpose of the activity. This will help to 

plan appropriate future learning opportunities. Children are encouraged to make self-assessments 

of their own work. 

Equal Opportunities 

 

The National Curriculum states that, ‘All pupils, regardless of race, class or gender, should have the 

opportunity to develop ICT capability.’ 

It is our policy to ensure this by: 

1. All children will have equal access to ICT resources. 

2. All children have equal opportunities to develop ICT capability. 

3. All children use software which is appropriate to their ability.  

Inclusion 

We recognise ICT offers particular opportunities for pupils with special educational needs and 

gifted and/or talented children and /or children with English as an additional language for 

example. ICT can cater for the variety of learning styles which a class of children may possess. 

Using ICT can:  

 increase access to the curriculum  

 raise levels of motivation and self esteem  

 improve the accuracy and presentation of work  

 address individual needs  



We aim to maximise the use and benefits of ICT as one of many resources to enable all pupils to 

achieve their full potential. If the situation arises, the school will endeavour to provide appropriate 

resources to suit the specific needs of individual or groups of children. 

Internet Safety 

Internet access is planned to enrich and extend learning activities. The school has acknowledged 

the need to ensure that all pupils are responsible and safe users of the internet and other 

communication technologies. An internet safety policy has thus been drawn up to protect all 

parties and rules for responsible internet use will be displayed in each classroom. Although the 

school offers a safe online environment through filtered internet access we recognise the 

importance of teaching our children about online safety and their responsibilities when using 

communication technology. Teaching staff will follow a scheme of work to teach internet safety to 

pupils at least twice a year. It is the policy of the school that during ‘wet playtimes’ etc. children are 

not allowed to use the internet. Internet safety plays a prominent role in line with the changing 

nature of the world our children are growing up in. 

Resources 

The school is committed to providing a high standard of equipment to be used by staff and 

children and supports this by appropriate levels of funding in the annual budget. The 

ICT/computing equipment in school can be found in detail in the inventory held by the ICT 

technician. We are currently investigating ways in which parents can be supported in developing 

their knowledge of curriculum requirements for computing and how they can support their 

children. 

Training and Professional Development 

 

Training will be provided as school based training by the technician or ICT coordinator. The Senior 

Leadership Team/ ICT coordinator and technician will discuss with colleagues their training needs, 

and either provide the relevant workshops or suggest courses for them to attend. 

 

Health and Safety 

 



It is the responsibility of staff to ensure that classroom ICT equipment is stored safely and securely 

and that they leave the equipment clean and tidy after use. Food and drink should not be 

consumed near ICT equipment. All children are encouraged to be thoughtful users of ICT and 

under supervision will help with setting up and putting equipment away. 

Use of the Internet 

The Internet is a potential source of offensive or upsetting material and staff should always 

supervise children when they are accessing information via the Internet, particularly when 

searching for images. The service provider does filter information but staff are ultimately 

responsible for information accessed by pupils. When possible, staff should search for files and 

save them locally for children to access through the school network. Any incidents are to be 

recorded on Scholar Pack and reported to the ICT coordinator. 

Blogging 

Children will be able to contribute towards a variety of blogs e.g., Twitter during their time at 

St.Peter’s and all staff are aware of the importance of reinforcing the basic rules of Internet safety 

with their classes. 

Home school links 

The school is currently looking into the use of Seesaw to enable teachers to set homework tasks 

and for parents to upload work completed at home. Each class has a Twitter page which is 

currently used to communicate messages home and showcase pupil’s work. The Year One class 

uses Tapsestry and EYFS use EXAT to record learning observations and communicate with 

parents. We are however sensitive to the fact that children may not have access to ICT or may not 

wish to use it to complete tasks out of school. We have a school website which is currently being 

updated and will promote the school’s achievements as well as providing information and 

communication between the school, parents and the local community. 

Appropriate legislation, including copyright and data protection 

All software loaded on school computer systems must have been agreed with the designated 

person in the school. All our software is used in strict accordance with the licence agreement. We 

don’t allow personal software to be loaded onto school computers. Please refer to the school’s 

data protection policy. 



Management Information Systems 

ICT enables efficient and effective access to and storage of data for the school’s management 

team, teachers and administrative staff. The school complies with LA requirements for the 

management of information in school’s. We currently use Scholarpack which operates on the 

school’s administrative network. Only trained and designated members of staff have the authority 

to access rights to input or alter the data. The school has defined roles and responsibilities to 

ensure data is well maintained, secure and that appropriate access is properly managed with 

appropriate training provided. 

Roles & responsibilities 

ICT Co-ordinator 

There is a designated ICT Co-ordinator to oversee the planning and delivery of ICT within the 

school. 

The ICT co-ordinator is responsible for: 

 raising standards in ICT as a national curriculum subject 

 facilitating the use of ICT across the curriculum in collaboration with all subject 

coordinators 

 providing or organising training to keep staff skills and knowledge up to date 

 advising colleagues about effective teaching strategies, managing equipment and 

purchasing resources 

 monitoring the delivery of the ICT curriculum and reporting to the headteacher on the 

current status of the subject 

The Subject Coordinator 

There is a clear distinction between teaching and learning in ICT and teaching and learning with 

ICT.  Subject co-ordinators should identify where ICT should be used in their subject schemes of 



work. This might involve the use of short dedicated programs that support specific learning 

objectives or involve children using a specific application which they have been taught how to use 

as part of their ICT study and are applying those skills within the context of another curriculum 

subject. Subject co-ordinators work in partnership with the ICT co-ordinator to ensure all 

Foundation Stage Framework and National Curriculum statutory requirements are being met with 

regard to the use of ICT within curriculum subjects. 

The Classroom Teacher 

Even though whole school co-ordination and support is essential to the development of ICT 

capability, it remains the responsibility of each teacher to plan and teach appropriate ICT activities 

and assist the co-ordinator in the monitoring and recording of pupil progress in ICT. 

Monitoring 

Monitoring ICT will enable the ICT co-ordinator to gain an overview of ICT teaching and learning 

throughout the school. This will assist the school in the self-evaluation process identifying areas of 

strength as well as those for development.  In monitoring of the quality of ICT teaching and 

learning the ICT coordinator will:  

 Scrutinise plans to ensure full coverage of the ICT curriculum requirements  

 Analyse children’s work  

 Observe ICT teaching and learning in the classroom  

 Hold discussions with teachers  

 Analyse assessment data  

Management of the Subject 

Suzanne Crawford, the Co-ordinator/Subject Leader has responsibility for leading, managing and 

supporting the delivery of and training in computing. This policy will be monitored, evaluated and 

reviewed by staff and governors and updated every 3 years. 

Note: Please see the Internet Safety Policy for additional information. 
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