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“Art is not just a subject to learn, but an 

activity that you can practice with your 

hands, your eyes, your whole personality.” 

 Quentin Blake, Children’s Laureate 
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“Art is a place for children to learn to trust their ideas, themselves and to 
explore what is possible.” Maryann F Kohl. 
 
Introduction 
St Peter’s art policy follows whole school guidance on the curriculum for how it is 
managed, organised, delivered, assessed and evaluated. The implementation of the 

policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff. 
 
St Peter’s Primary School believes art, craft and design has a significant and 
valuable role to play in the overall development of children.  Art is an ongoing 
process through which all children are given opportunities to develop specific skills, 

as well as the knowledge and understanding to enable them to work in variety of 
media, style and form. 
 
It enables children of all abilities - with guidance and given criteria - to use their 
creative imagination to achieve their potential. Children work individually and within 

a group to develop their social and personal skills. Art is not taught in isolation, 
although it retains its creative base, skills and techniques. Wherever appropriate it is 
linked to other areas of the curriculum to provide children with the opportunities to 
develop specific art skills and reinforces skills already established. 
 

Aims 

Our aims in teaching art are that all children learn to:  

 Find enjoyment in art and creativity.  

 Hold a positive self-image and confidence. 
 Discover a sense of purpose and fulfilment in artistic expression.  
 Appreciate a wide range of artists and art works.  
 Experiment with a range of media.  
 Use a range of materials and techniques competently.  
 Develop their observation and description skills.  

 Express ideas and feelings through creative work and in both two and three 
dimensions.  
 Have opportunities to learn about art from different times and cultures. 
 Value and respect their work and the work of others.  
 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Discuss their work using appropriate vocabulary. 
 
The National Curriculum  
 
The National Curriculum prescribes that at Key Stage 1 pupils should be taught:  

 To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products. 
 To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop their imagination and share their 
ideas and experiences.  
 To develop a wide range of art and design techniques using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space.  
 About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making 
links to their own work. 
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At Key Stage 2 pupils should be taught:  
 To develop their techniques, including their control and use of material, with 

creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, 
craft and design.  
 To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas 
 To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting 

and sculpture, with a range of materials.  
 About great artists, architects and designers in history 
 
Planning and Teaching 
 
Planning for art and design is provided for in curriculum overviews. Activities are 

organised at the teacher’s discretion and according to the availability of materials. 
Schemes of work are planned creatively to harness learning opportunities from across 
the curriculum. The nature of art teaching should not be ‘watered down’ as a result 
of this. The use of appropriate teaching and learning strategies should enable pupils 
learning and encourage creative thinking and imaginative ways of working. 

 
Art is an activity which requires the teacher to be directly involved with the children 
in the lesson, as they need to:  
 set the task 
 impart knowledge,  

 lead activities 
 monitor and develop the children's progress 
 encourage development  
ensure that each child reaches an appropriate standard. 
 

Teaching in art should address the fact that all children will develop their ability to 
make images and to learn and apply skills at different rates. Differentiation is 
therefore a factor which will be considered during the planning of each individual 
lesson, to ensure all children, including the least and most able, are working to their 
full potential.  
 

EYFS 
In the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) pupils are given the opportunity to explore 
texture, colour, shape, form and space.  
They develop their imagination and creativity and begin to investigate the qualities of 
materials and processes.  

They begin to use colour and shape to express themselves.  
They investigate the use of pattern and texture to represent ideas or emotions.  
 

Key Stage 1 

At Key Stage 1 pupils develop their skills further through increasing their knowledge 
and understanding of materials and techniques, environments and their own identity 
and experiences.  
At this stage pupils use colour, shape, pattern and texture to express their emotions 
and ideas.  

They begin to ask questions and learn about other artists and art from a variety of 
cultures.  
They explore how the art was made, what it was made from and their thoughts and 
feelings regarding each piece.  
 

Key Stage 2  
At Key Stage 2 pupils develop their creativity further by increasing their knowledge, 
skills and understanding of materials and processes.  
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Pupils’ experiences at this stage enable them to understand the diverse functions of art 
in the wider world.  
Pupils learn to improve their use of tools and become confident in using a variety of 

techniques.  
Pupils increase their awareness of the purposes of art from historical periods and 
begin to ask themselves about the purpose, creation, materials and significance of a 
variety of art works. 

 
 
 

Assessment and Recording 
 
Assessment and feedback to pupils is usually carried out through observation and 
oral feedback during lessons. At Key Stage 2, pupils are required to show their 
progression in their sketchbook which should follow them up through school.  

Progression and achievement is tracked against learning objectives by the teacher.  

 
Sketchbooks are used in Key Stage 2 so that children can regularly record, collect 
and explore ideas, images and other information relevant to current and ongoing 
work. The sketchbook is an essential and personal record although teachers will teach 
children when it is appropriate to use them and for what purposes including 

reviewing the contents to ensure the purpose of the sketchbook at frequent intervals. 
 
It is also essential that all children use a sketchbook that is similar in format. The 
contents of the sketchbook could include:  
 A record of what has been seen  
 Preparatory studies for further work  

 The development of ideas for further study  
 A record of their basic skills developing  
 Photographic and other illustrative material to support on-going work  
 Colour schemes and trials  
 A record of observations seen outside the classroom which will be used as 

reference material for further work, for example on a school visit  
 Details of something that will be drawn or painted in entirety  
 ICT prints and image manipulations  
 
Sketchbooks are an essential record of an individual child's experiences and ideas 

throughout a year and key stage and will be seen as evidence for assessment and 
reporting purposes. The contents of each sketchpad will offer an insight into the 
child’s creative thoughts and experiences.  
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The Subject Leader 
 
The school’s appointed subject leader will oversee the continuity of the subject and the 
progression of teaching and learning within curriculum overviews. They will monitor 

the quality of teaching and the standard of work produced. Evidence will be kept 
from year to year in sketchbooks as they will act as a ‘learning journey’. The subject 
leader will offer support to colleagues and encourage them to share ideas and 
experiences with one another; especially drawing on the skills of members of staff 
who are qualified in the area. They will also encourage staff and pupils to be 
creative and advise teachers on teaching methods they may wish to explore.  

 
Class Teachers 
 
All teachers are responsible for teaching and developing the Key Stage plans into 
more detailed schemes of work, this will ensure that pupils are taught the statutory 
requirements for art. Class teachers are also responsible for evaluating their schemes 

of work and for appropriately resourcing the art activities; they should maintain the 
supply of art materials within their classrooms. Each class teacher is encouraged to 
display artwork produced by all children (where space will allow); so as to enhance 
the learning environment and display the varied range of artwork. . Displaying the 
children’s work can convey standards and promote high expectations. We use 
displays to celebrate achievement and support teaching and learning. Displays should 

communicate ideas, stimulate interest, celebrate children’s work, reflect the ethos of the 
school and respond to the children’s interests.  Displaying artwork will empower the 
children. 
 
“Art has the role in education of helping children become like themselves instead of 

more like everyone else.” Sydney Gurewitz Clemens 


