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Mathematics  

Intent 

The 2014 National Curriculum for Maths aims to ensure that all children: 

● Become fluent in the fundamentals of Mathematics 

● Are able to reason mathematically 

● Can solve problems by applying their Mathematics knowledge and skills 

Here at St Peter’s RC Primary School, we strive to provide the best possible education for our children. We 

want all pupils to experience the beauty, wonder and enjoyment of mathematics. Furthermore, we want 

them to build a sense of curiosity about the subject, whilst also developing  a clear understanding. At St 

Peter’s RC Primary School, we foster positive ‘can do’ attitudes and we promote the fact that ‘we can all do 

maths!’ We firmly believe that all children can be successful and can achieve in mathematics.  

At our school, the majority of children will be taught the content from their year group only. This is to 

allow for children to develop a deep understanding and to master the mathematical content by applying 

and being creative with new knowledge in multiple ways. We teach for secure and deep understanding of 

mathematical concepts through small, manageable steps. We use mistakes and misconceptions as an 

essential part of learning and provide challenges through rich reasoning questions and sophisticated 

problems.  

How is maths a sacred subject? 



The ultimate purpose of maths is the pursuit of truth. The thinking skills inherent in the maths curriculum 

inspire and enable learners to be innovative, creative, critical and analytical learners. Exploring the beauty 

of mathematics enables students to engage transcendent dimensions of life, freeing them to be pioneers, 

trailblazers and the inventors needed today and in the future.  

Benefits of Problem Solving and High-Quality Reasoning  

● Giving the children an opportunity to apply learning into a real-life contextual situation  

● Allows children to show mastery in Mathematics 

● Encourages cooperative skills – discussion based learning  

● It teaches thinking, flexibility and creativity  

● Consolidates and stretches learning through verbal/ written explanations 

● Allows all children the opportunity to succeed regardless of their level of mathematical ability 

and does not put a ceiling on their capabilities   

 

Growth Mindset 

Our mathematics approach has allowed pupils and staff to realise that learning is a process; it is not 

necessarily about the answer, it is more about how you got there. It is important for children to make 

mistakes in order to learn and move forward. Every day we try to push two key concepts: resilience and 

perseverance. Pupils are continually reminded that intelligence isn’t fixed and that it is something that can 

grow. The toughest aspect of implementing our approach at St Peter’s was sitting back and watching 

children get frustrated and struggle at first. As teachers, we feel the need to intervene; however as long as 

the children understand the concept of the problem it is important we sit back, observe and scaffold 

learning where appropriate. It is through these struggles and hardships that children will begin to develop 

these two key concepts (resilience and perseverance).  

Whole-school Relationship and Transition 

Our uniformed approach to teaching mathematics is evident throughout the school, from Foundation up to 

Year 6; however, the amount of time dedicated to problem solving and reasoning differs due to the needs 

of the pupils. EYFS and Key Stage One primarily focus on developing the ‘foundations’ of maths. Moreover, 

they concentrate on giving children the mathematical capabilities or ‘tools’ to be able to apply what they 

have learned to more difficult problem solving contexts. In contrast, Key Stage Two children may face more 

opportunities to tackle a specific, high-ceiling problem, which they have to solve by picking and choosing 

an approach that best suits the problem (a systematic approach with a starting point or trial and 

improvement as two examples). They then use all the skills acquired from previous learning and 

independently or collectively decide what skills will help them to solve the problem.   

Early Identification and Quality Intervention 

Through detailed test analysis, we identify individuals and groups of pupils who are struggling to grasp a 

specific  mathematical concept. These pupils are then supported by a teacher or TA who methodically 

breaks down the mathematical concept and corrects the misconceptions. This intervention takes place in 

the afternoon so the children are not missing the first quality teaching delivered in the morning.  

Teaching Staff   



The obvious success of our maths approach and upward trend in SATs results has coincided with all 

teachers ‘buying’ into and implementing our approach to teaching Mathematics. Staff meetings and CPD 

sessions are regular and teachers are keen to improve their own teaching practice. The level of enthusiasm 

shown by all staff (including two ECT’s) has directly contributed to how children feel about Mathematics 

and the outstanding results in Key Stage One and Two.  

Appendix (Data Tracking) 

Percentage of children meeting National Standard in the Key Stage Two Mathematics SATs 2013-2021: 

 National Average St Peter’s School  

2021 N/A N/A COVID 

2020 N/A  N/A COVID 

2019 76% 100% (50% at Greater 
Depth) 

*2019 results puts us in 
the top 10% nationally. 

2018 77% 97% (74% at Greater 
Depth) 

*2018 results put our 
school in the top 1% of 
schools nationally. 

2017 75% 100% ( 52% at Greater 
Depth) 

 

2016 70% 94% 

2015 87% 91% 

2014 86% 86% 

2013 85% 74% 

 


