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Care for Our Common Home 

With just a few weeks to go until COP26 when World Leaders will 
meet in Glasgow for critical climate talks, it is so fabulous to see 
that our children are continuing to lead the way, caring for the 
environment within their own schools and communities.  

 

Recently the children and staff at St John’s, Beverley have been 
awarded the internationally recognised Eco Schools Green Flag 
Award for their commitment to the environment. St John’s is the 
first of our schools to achieve this prestigious award since our 
Trust’s formation. I hope that there will be many more to follow! 

The three eco schools topics selected by the children were Waste 
(with recycling bins being introduced throughout their school), 
Litter, (the children picked up a 
massive 40kgs of litter near their 
school) and Grounds (planting peas, 
carrots, broccoli, herbs and flowering 
plants for pollinating insects in their 
school grounds  

Well done to everyone at St. John’s! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the first time (and just ahead of COP26 next 
month) Pope Francis has issued a joint statement with 
Archbishop Justin Welby, and Ecumenical, Patriarch 
Bartholomew (of the Orthodox Church) warning of the 
urgency of environmental sustainability. In their joint 
statement(1), the Christian leaders urge everyone to 
play their part in safeguarding the future of the planet:  

 

“We must decide what kind of world we want 
to leave to future generations. We must 

choose to live differently; we must choose 
life.” 

 

They went on to say, ‘Biodiversity loss, environmental 
degradation and climate change are the inevitable 
consequences of our actions, since we have greedily 
consumed more of the earth’s resources than the 
planet can endure’, concluding that: 

 

 “This is a critical moment. Our children’s 
future and the future of our common home 

depend on it.” 

By Nina, St Peer’s 

The beauty of nature - three Greylag geese  

returning to roost for the night 

Our 2nd November Trust Climate Summit is now starting to take shape and 

I hope that your children will enjoy this opportunity to question our Trust 

leaders about their commitment to the environment. Further details about our 

two events are enclosed with this bulletin. 

Our Trust schools have also been invited to question our own MPs at a pre-

COP event being held at Parliament on the 20th October. If your children 

would like to send a school-wide message directly to MPs, please write it on 

one side of a leaf (printed or hand drawn) along with your school’s own com-

mitment to the environment on the other side. Alex (from 

Ashden) has kindly offered to deliver our messages, in 

person, to Parliament! 

 Please send your school leaf (or scan both sides and 
email) to me by the 15th October to allow time to forward 
on to Alex - thank you.  

Margaret Land, Sustainability Officer, SMCCAT 
mland@smccat.org.uk 

(1) 04/10/2021, A JOINT MESSAGE FOR THE PROTECTION OF CREATION  https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2021/09/07/0543/01167.html - 7/9/21 


